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Misty Mountain, Winding River 

Vocabulary 

Delta A triangular piece of land at  the 
mouth of a river because of a build 

up of sediment  
Floodplain An area of flat land next to a river 

that floods when rivers burst their 

banks.  

Meander  A bend in a river or stream  

Oxbow lake  A curved lake that was once a mean-
der in a river.  

Waterfall  A cascade of water that falls from a 
higher level to a lower level. 

Erosion Wearing away and removal or rock 
and soil by wind or water 

Transporta-
tion 

When rock and soil are moved by 
flowing water.  

Deposition  When water slows down rock and soil 
are left behind 

Precipitation  Water that falls as rain, hail or 
snow. 

Condensa-
tion 

Gas or water vapour cooling down 
into a liquid  

Evaporation   Liquid heating up and changing into a 
gas or water vapour 

Infiltration  Water that soaks into the ground or 
collects into seas, streams, lakes and 

rivers.  

Sediment  Small pieces of sand, soil or stone 

What should I already know? 

 Erosion is a physical progress.  
 Erosion is caused by wind and water  

 Tectonic plates pull apart and push 
together   

 The movement of tectonic plates  
create mountains and volcanoes.  

 A physical feature forms naturally 
and changes over time.  

By the end of the topic we will be able to…  

Name, locate, describe and compare rivers and mountains. Explain how rivers are used and how they have 
changed the landscape over time. Explain how different mountain types are formed  and use contour lines to 

describe an area on a map. We will also be  able to describe the water cycle.  

Linked Science knowledge for the topic 

 The water cycle has four stages: evaporation, conden-

sation,  

precipitation, collection.  

 Water in lakes, rivers and streams is warmed by the 

Sun, causing the liquid water to evaporate and rise 

into the air as water vapour.  

 As the water vapour rises, it cools and condenses to 

form liquid water droplets in clouds. The clouds be-

come full of water, until the water falls back to the 

ground as precipitation (rain, hail, snow and ice).  

 The fallen water collects back in lakes, rivers and 

streams. Evaporation and condensation are caused by 

temperature changes. 
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