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A Child’s War 

Vocabulary 

Air raid 
shelter 

A shelter built in people’s houses or gar-
dens which helped to keep them safe 

from bombs. 

Allied Powers Britain, France, Russia and other coun-
tries who fought the Axis countries. 

Axis Powers Germany, Italy and Japan who fought 
the Allied countries. 

The Battle 
of Britain 

A major air battle fought between Ger-
many and Britain for control of the air 

over Britain. 

The Blitz A series of huge bombing raids on Lon-
don by German bombers. 

Evacuation Someone who is taken to live elsewhere 
in a country to keep them safe. 

Evacuee People or children who are evacuated. 

Nazi The party Adolf Hitler founded and 
which became the name of the German 

army. 

Propaganda Information in print, on the radio or 
TV persuading people to think a certain 

way. 

The Holo-
caust 

The name given to the killing of mil-
lions of Jewish people by the Nazis. 

Rationing Limiting the supply of food so everyone 
gets some food. 

What should I already know? 
 The location of England, France, USA, 

Germany, Italy and Russia on a globe. 

 Have an understanding of Hierarchy in 

societies.  

 How Britain has changed throughout the 

key periods of history.  

By the end of the topic we will be able to…  

Make reference to key events in WW2 such as the start and end dates, the Blitz and Battle of Britain and name the key leaders. Be able to 

explain the consequences of significant events such as the Battle of Britain. Be able to explain that sources of evidence are not always relia-

ble. Draw conclusions using 2 sources of evidence and explain why the evidence supports their thinking. 

Linked Science knowledge for the topic 

 
More batteries or a higher 
voltage create more power 

to flow through the circuit.  
Shortening the wires means 

the electrons have less re-

sistance to flow through. 

 
Series Circuit A circuit that 
has only one route for the 

current to take. If more 
bulbs or buzzers are added, 

the power has to be shared 

and so they will be dimmer 
or quieter. If just one part 

of this series circuit breaks, 
the circuit is broken and 

the flow of current stops.  
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1st September 1939: World War Two Begins 

World War Two officially begins when Germany invades 

Poland with almost one million men.  

3rd September 1939: Britain And France Declare War On 

Germany 

Britain and France tell Hitler that if he does not withdraw 

from Poland by 11am on the 3rd of September, then 

they will declare war on Germany. 

10 June 1940: Italy Declares War on Britain and France 

Italy joins the war.  . 

21 June 1940: Germany Conquers France 

Germany invades France, which soon surrenders.  

10 July 1940-31 October 1940: The Battle of Britain and 

the Blitz 

The Battle of Britain occurs. This was a battle between 

the German airforce (the Luftwaffe), and the British air-

force (the RAF). Britain was victorious, and this was the 

first Allied victory of World War II.   

The Blitz begins on 7 September. The Blitz was when the 

Luftwaffe would constantly bomb British cities at night, 

with the aim of causing casualties to the ordinary British 

people. 

22 June 1941: Germany Invades Russia 

This was a big attack known as Operation Barbarossa. 

This was a surprise because Russia and Germany had 

made an agreement in 1939, where they had agreed 

that they would not attack each other.  

7 December 1941: Japan Attacks Pearl Harbour 

Japan attacks the USA at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii. Over 

300 planes bombed Pearl Harbour, which was an Ameri-

can naval base. 2,403 Americans were killed in this 

attack, and 1,178 were injured. After the attack, Japan 

declared war on America. 

8 December 1941: The USA Declares War on Japan 

America declares war on Japan the day after Pearl Har-

bour. 

11 December 1941: Italy and Germany Declare War On 

The USA 

Italy and Germany, the other Axis powers, declared war 

on the USA because they were allies with Japan. 

20 January 1942: The Wannsee Conference 

Hitler has a secret meeting with his officials, where plans 

are finalised to exterminate all the Jewish people living in 

Europe. This was known as the 'Final Solution' and began 

the Holocaust.  

Nazis killed Jewish people in camps called death camps, 

May 13 1943: Defeat Of The Axis Powers In North Africa 

On this day German troops surrender after a British vic-

tory in Tunisia. 

6 June 1944: D-Day 

156,000 Allied troops land in France and begin their 

attack. 

7 May 1945: German Surrender 

War in Europe ends, as the Germans sign an agreement 

surrendering to the Allies. 

6 August 1945: Atomic Bomb Dropped On Hiroshima 

World War 2 continues in the Pacific. America drops an 

incredibly powerful bomb called an atomic bomb on the 

Japanese city of Hiroshima, killing 66,000 people. 

9 August 1945: Atomic Bomb Dropped On Nagasaki 

America drops another atomic bomb on the Japanese 

city of Nagasaki. 39,000 people are killed. 

2 September 1945: Japanese Surrender 

Japan signed an agreement surrendering to the Allies, 

having decided to surrender on 14 August. This ends 

WW2 completely. 


